Friday, August 16, 2013 – Etna, AR

QUALITIES OF A PURE HEART (7)
Purifying the Heart

This week we have discussed the pure heart.  We have identified the heart with our intellect & will.  It is the center of who we are as Christians.  WE have noted a number of qualities that are associated with the pure heart.  Others could be added to these that time will not permit (uncompromising, resolved, etc.).  In our last lesson we discussed some qualities of the impure heart.  In this lesson we want to conclude our study by observing some things necessary to purify the heart and to maintain its purity.

I. CHOOSE whom you will serve – Josh. 24:15
a. As the children of Israel were inheriting the Promised Land, Joshua issued them a challenge.  
b. It requires a resolve that you are going to live a godly life. The word resolve means to come to a definite decision about something.  In other words, you have to make up your mind! It is not easy to live godly in this ungodly world.  Purifying the heart and maintaining that purity both require great determination.  It requires sheer willpower.  Perhaps even a stubbornness that says you will NOT let anything deter you from serving God. Stubbornness is not always a bad thing.  It keeps one from being not easily “tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine.” (Eph. 4:14)
c. You have to determine once and for all that nothing will stand in your way.   
Acts 21:12-13, toward the conclusion of Paul’s 3rd preaching journey, he was warned of what would happen to him if he went to Jerusalem.  His friends pleaded with him to not go.  Paul answers, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart?  For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  That is an example of true resolve!
Philippians 3:12–14 finds Paul’s attitude, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
d. Declare war on the devil – I am fearful that a problem that stands in the way of a pure heart is that we don’t truly despise the devil as much as we ought to.  We need to remind ourselves of the damage he has done.   Brethren, it is time to become indignant.  It is time to become angry with intense feelings.
i. Why is worldliness such a problem in our lives?  IT IS BECAUSE OF SATAN!
ii.  We do we not do right when we want to?  Why do we give into temptations?
iii. Why is it that when we try to do right, Satan always places an obstacle in our way?  IT IS BECAUSE OF SATAN!
iv. Anytime you suffer, it is because of him.   When we say goodbye to our loved ones it is because of Satan. (NOTE: NOT discounting our personal responsibility)
v. When the church has to withdraw from someone it is because of the devil.  When we lose our children and loved ones to the world, it is his work.
vi. When we see a society that hates God and you because you believe in Him and try to do right it is because of the influence of the devil in their lives.
vii. BRETHREN, if you are not the Christian you ought to be IT IS BECAUSE OF SATAN.
BUT, DO YOU DESPISE HIM ENOUGH TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT?  Realize the threat he poses to your life.  He does not want what is best for you or the world.  He wants to own you.  He promises you pleasure but at a cost.  
It is time that you get indignant about his influence in your life.   Despise him and everything he stands for.  Resist him with your all.  Eph. 4:27 tells us to not give place to the devil.
1 Peter 5:8-9 tells us to be sober and to resist him. 
e. Choose life!    At the same time that you determine to resist the devil, you must determine that you ARE going to follow God.  You will choose the true path.  
Col. 3:1-2 – Seek those things above, set your mind on them.
f. Matthew 6:24 tells us that we cannot serve 2 masters at one time.  You CANNOT serve God and mammon.  
g. Before moving on, I want to make this one brief observation.  We do what we want to do!  There is so much truth to that.  People make excuses and blame others all day long, but the bottom line is that if we want to accomplish something bad enough, we will find a way to do it.    IF you miss heaven, don’t blame anyone else!

II. Sanctify the Lord God in your Heart – 
a. 1 Pet. 3:15.  The word “sanctify” is defined as, “to feel reverence for or to honor as holy.  To hallow, to regard as holy, to honor as holy.” (L&N, 88.27).  “1 to render or acknowledge, or to be venerable or hallow. 2 to separate from profane things and dedicate to God. 2A consecrate things to God. 2B dedicate people to God.”  Its root is from the same Greek word from which we get the words, holy and saint.” (Strong’s Enhanced Lexicon)
b. To the degree we resist the devil, we must reverence God.   He is a God of purity - Again, I am fearful that many in our society do not hallow God enough.  The reason so many are caught up in sin is because they do not truly recognize the majesty of God, how awesome He truly is.  
We must NEVER forget that we are in His presence!  Heb. 12:28-29 says that we serve Him acceptably with “reverence and godly fear.” 
In Revelation 4 & 5, we find a scene of the throne of God in heaven.  It’s majesty is described as well as the reverence of all creatures around the throne.  They bow down and worship Him.  The four angelic beings said, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!”  (Revelation 4:8) WE see the majesty of God!
 In Exodus 19 we find the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai.  Exodus 19:10-20 describes the awesome scene as the Lord came down on Mt. Sinai.  Think of how awesome that scene was.  Friends, we must realize that we are in the presence of Almighty God!  Serious contemplation of who He is and who we are will help us to prepare our hearts for Him.  
c. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you - “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” (James 4:8, NKJV)
d. Let Him dwell within you.  Romans 8:9-11, “But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”   
While this “dwelling” is misunderstood by many, it is a fact to be considered.  He IS to dwell (influence) within us and that will only happen if we sanctify the Lord God in our hearts.  


III. Choose your associates carefully – 
a. 1 Cor. 15:33, Paul warned, “Do not be deceived.  Evil company corrupts good habits.”  This is such an important passage in dealing with the type of lives we are to live as Christians. 
b. It applies to those you associated with in life –who we choose to be our best friends and the crowds we hang around with most WILL influence the way you live your life.  Solomon warned his son to avoid evil crowds – Prov. 1:10, “My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.”  Vs. 15, “My son, do not walk in the way with them, keep your foot from their path.”
c. It also applies to what you do – there are so many influences in this life that rob us of our relationship with God.  Do you find yourself going places that are impure and detrimental to your soul?  What types of movies do you watch?  What types of media do you allow to influence you at home?  
d. It applies to the CHURCH you are a a part of – We need to find a PURE church!
i. Christ died to purify the church.  Let us not forget this – Eph. 5:25-27, Acts 20:28 says that the Lord purchased the church with His own blood.   And if that was the cost paid for it, how dare we sully her in any way – whether it be compromising the message, the work or its purity!
ii. Paul dealt with impurity in the church.  1 Corinthians 5 gives an example of impurity in the church – Paul warned them that if they didn’t get rid of their immorality, it would corrupt them – 1 Cor. 5:6 says, “Your glorying is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?”
In Revelation, the churches at Pergamos (Rev. 2:14-16) and Thyatira (Rev. 2:19-23) had purity issues (polluted) with compromise and immorality.  Ephesus (Rev. 2:4-6), Sardis (Rev. 3:1-6) and Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-19) had issues with purity (diluted).  These churches were all warned to repent and were in danger of losing their candlesticks (i.e. their standing with the Lord).
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]We need to find a church that seeks to be pure in God’s eyes.  That means one that REFUSES to compromise His word, will not allow immorality in its midst and is striving to grow in every true way – closer to God, spiritually, in brotherhood and striving to reach the community.  Friends, if such is our goal in finding a congregation, we will have brethren that will HELP US maintain purity in our lives.
iv. A pure church requires you to be pure.  A church can help purify you and you help to purify the church.

IV. Be zealous for good works
a. WE need to be doing the things God commands us to do.  We need to have a life that is filled with godly activities.  This week we have spoken about things that pose a threat to purity of heart.  But it is not enough to cease ungodly activity.  We must also be doing good.
b. Matt. 12:43-45, Jesus gave the illustration of an empty house.  A demon is cast out and wanders finding no rest.  So he returns to his former abode (actually the heart of a man) and finds it empty, swept and in order.  So he returns with seven other spirits more wicked than himself and the latter end was worse than before.  The point is that when we have been cleansed of our impurities by God we need to fill that cleaned up space with godly conduct.
c. And what we do that is good must be done with fervor.  Titus 2:14, a people “zealous for good works.”  Rom. 12:11 speaks of us “not lagging in diligence.”
d. The song, “Take time to be holy!”  Speaks of a life where we are doing many things for God.  It describes a life filled with good works.  
e. Spend time in study – feed on His word – Psa. 119:9-11, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You.”
f. Spend time in prayer – 1 Thess. 5:17, Eph. 6:18, Col 4:2, Rom. 12:12, etc.  “Seven days without prayer makes one weak!”
g. Be active in your congregation!  How much are you “investing” in your Lord’s church you are a part of?  Do you participate? How much do you contribute?  Do you support whatever works are being done?  
h. Look for and do good works.  Gal. 6:10.  The more time you spend doing good things, the less time you have to be engaged in ungodliness. 

V. Simply your life – 
a. We live in a very driven society.  People are so busy their lives are filled from the time they get up until they go to sleep.  We live with schedule books (now known as smart phones apps).  We are so busy we don’t have time to stop and relax.  We don’t have time to do something that would build us up spiritually.  Friends, time management is a serious concern!
b. You have to get rid of the clutter!  Time is a valuable commodity today – sometimes more valuable than money.  Do you ever pay someone to do something that you could do, because it is cheaper to hire someone than to give up the time at work or that it would take to do it?  How many would rather write a check to the church than volunteer some extra time to do something productive with the church?  What one is doing may not be wrong, but it demonstrates how valuable time is.  AND we NEED TIME to purify our hearts!
c. Sometimes we become obsessed with some activity (perhaps a hobby or sports team or some form of recreation) or long hours at work so that we can have more.  Things that might not be wrong within themselves, but they clutter our lives with stuff that hinders the time we need to purify our hearts. 
d. Ephesians 5:15-16 tells us, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 
 “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.” (Colossians 4:5)
e. Satan will do anything he can to keep us out of heaven.  He is the one who tries to fill our schedules with distractions and activities that keep us from giving God the time he deserves.  He doesn’t mind you doing good works if it distracts you from that which is really important.  
f. Remember Mary and Martha?  Luke 10:38-42.  Note that Jesus spoke of “One thing” that was needed.  We need to simplify our lives enough so that what we do, we can do well!  Remember what Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14, “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
g. Parable of the sower – the “thorny ground” finds those whose hearts were chocked with the cares of this world. (Luke 8:14)
h. Everyone needs a Gethsemane!  The garden of Gethsemane is where we find Jesus praying to God before His betrayal.  Often we read of Jesus getting away and finding a place to pray and rest.  We need a place where we can quietly open our Bibles and pray without distractions – perhaps a room in our house, perhaps an hour early in the morning before others wake up, or someplace outdoors where the distractions are minimal.    We need time for “maintenance”.  Just as a machine needs maintenance (down time to test and make repairs, replace parts that have limited usage, etc), so we need “down time” to just stop and think.  We need to take time to STOP and devote time to thinking (cf. Phil. 4:8), praying to God and just relaxing. 
VI. Examine yourself periodically.  
a. 2 Cor. 13:5 tells us “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.” David himself said, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart.” (Psa. 26:2).  Why could he say this?  Read on, “For Your loving-kindness is before my eyes, and I have walked in Your truth. I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, nor will I go in with hypocrites.  I have hated the assembly of evildoers, and will not sit with the wicked.” (2-5)Occasional audits are good 
b. A pure heart does not fear examination - We dread audits, but it is a good way for a company to demonstrate it is doing what it ought to do.  And if it is, OR if a person is doing what he ought to do, he should NOT fear scrutiny.  
c. Examination is no good if you do not apply what you learn.  We need repentance.

Conclusion:  Heaven is a pure place for a pure people.   Throughout this week we have quoted Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”  Heaven is a place for the pure of heart (Psalm 24:2-3).  If we miss heaven, what have we really gained?  “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).   May we resolve to develop and maintain pure hearts.  And that means developing the qualities that promote purity and avoiding all things that are impure.   Rev. 21:27 says, “But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”  What about you?  Is your heart pure?
 
