Sunday, August 11, 2013 pm - Etna

QUALITIES OF A PURE HEART (2)
Integrity and Honesty

Today we have begun a study of qualities of a pure heart.  This morning we identified what the heart is and what it means to be pure.  WE also noted how extensively the Bible addresses the subject of the pure heart.  Tonight, we begin examining qualities of a pure heart.  In the next 4 lessons we will examine 2 or 3 qualities in each lesson.  This will be followed by a lesson on Thursday night dealing with some qualities of a pure heart.  Then Friday we will study some things we can do to maintain the pure heart as we apply the qualities we have discussed.
Tonight we begin with the subject of integrity and honesty. 

I. Integrity
a. What is integrity? 
i. The dictionary defines the word as “adherence to moral or ethical principles; soundness of moral character, honesty.”[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  "integrity." Dictionary.com Unabridged. Random House, Inc. 09 May. 2013. <Dictionary.com http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/integrity>.] 

ii. Another definition of integrity is, “a sound, unimpaired, or perfect condition.”[footnoteRef:2]  This term is used of aircraft and ships and it gives us a good grasp of integrity.  What it means is that the structure of an aircraft is sound and reliable.  In other words, it has been tested and when the airplane is flying, it is not going to fall apart in the sky. [2:  Ibid] 

iii. When we speak of integrity of the pure heart, we see one whose character is upright and above reproach.  It describes one whose life is “intact” and who will NOT fall apart when tested.
iv. Some words associated with integrity include: virtuous, uncompromising, honorable, genuine & upright.
v. It is the opposite of the hypocrite.  A hypocrite is one who pretends (the word was actually associated with an actor) to be something other than he really is.  When Jesus exposed the Pharisees and scribes in Matthew 23, he revealed their lack of spiritual integrity.  In front of others they would PRETEND to be pious, but their hearts were greedy, corrupt and prideful.  Their religion was a SHAM!  
A HEART of integrity is unpretentious.  In Luke 18:9-14 Jesus contrasts a prideful Pharisee and a tax collector.  Both were praying in the temple.  One was putting on a show while the other with integrity would not so much as lift up his head because of unworthiness.  Jesus describes the tax collector as sincere and humble.
b. The Bible and integrity
i. Titus 2:6-8, as Titus is to instruct various groups in their conduct, of young men he says that they be, “sober-minded, in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.”  The KJV, ASV uses the word, “uncorruptness”.   This is a good verse to demonstrate integrity and its fruits.
ii. 2 Pet. 1:5 – add to your faith, virtue.  In describing how we as Christians are to grow by building upon our faith, the very next quality he mentions is virtue.  The term “virtue” means “moral excellence”.  It is associated with one’s integrity in that it describes one whose character is upright and incorruptible.   Friends, integrity is FUNDAMENTAL to our lives as Christians.  It needs to be ingrained in our hearts preceding our pursuit of the word of God.  Why?  Because our virtue will determine HOW we receive God’s word.  That is why it is mentioned BEFORE knowledge in this list. Recall again Matthew 28:20 and the attitude a disciple must have, “teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”
iii. Phil. 1:27-29, “Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.”
iv. In another passage dealing with the various trials we endure, Peter said that even though we are grieved by various trials, “the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen, you love.” (1 Pet. 1:6-7)
v. “He who walks with integrity walks securely, But he who perverts his ways will become known.” (Proverbs 10:9, NKJV) 
vi. “The integrity of the upright will guide them, But the perversity of the unfaithful will destroy them.” (Proverbs 11:3, NKJV) 
vii. “Better is the poor who walks in his integrity Than one who is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.” (Proverbs 19:1, NKJV) 
viii. Psalm 7:8 says, “The Lord shall judge peoples; Judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness, and according to my integrity within me.  Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, But establish the just; For the righteous God tests the hearts and minds. My defense is of God, Who saves the upright in heart.” Can we approach God with this attitude?  Do we truly want Him examining our integrity?  
NOTE: This does not mean that sincerity alone will save, but it needs to be there!
c. Examples of Integrity in the Bible examples
i. The Bibles gives some powerful examples of integrity.  Both in the Old and New Testaments.
ii. Job – known for his suffering, he is also recorded for us because of his integrity.  Consider how Satan approached the Lord God.  Notice the Lord’s description of Job, “Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” (Job 1:8).  Satan claimed that the only reason Job feared the Lord was because of his great blessings.  So all was allowed to be taken away.  But instead of cursing God, Job praised Him and worshipped saying, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there.  The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.’  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.” (Job 1:21-22) 
When Satan again appeared before the Lord, the Lord’s response was, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.” (Job 2:3)    Satan again accuses Job.  AND even after his health was taken away to the point that his wife tells him to “curse God and die!” Job responds, “’Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?’  In all this Job did not sin with his lips.” (Job. 2:10)
iii. Daniel – as you examine his life, you see integrity throughout.  From his refusal to eat the king’s delicacies because of faith in Jehovah God, to his dedication and loyalty to his tasks, to his refusal to stop praying to God 3 times a day.  Daniel 6 records that occasion.  Babylon has fallen, and Daniel is again exalted, this time in the kingdom of the Medes, under King Darius.   As Daniel prospered, others became jealous of him (NOTE: in his example we see that it is not about HOW MUCH one has that determines his integrity).  “Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him, and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm.  So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him.  Then these men said, ‘We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” (Dan. 6:3-5)  NOTICE how the ONLY way they would have an accusation was for them to create a law that contradicted his service to God.”   A decree was created that for 30 days no one could petition any god or man for 30 days, except the king.  Dan. 6:10 sys, “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home.  And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.”  Notice how Daniel did NOT change his behavior.  He didn’t begin praying to spite the king.  It was his ordinary conduct.  Unaltered and NOT to “prove a point”.  The point: His conduct was consistent and NOT swayed by the ungodly decrees of man – THAT is integrity!
As a result of Daniel’s conduct, he was put into the lion’s den, but the Lord delivered him, much to the relief of the king.
iv. Paul – another great study in integrity.  Paul lived above reproach.   When charges were levied against him, they did not stick.  When he was accused in Corinth of self-serving motives, he was able to defend himself in 2 Corinthians 11:5-12.  This is just one example.
v. Jesus – the ultimate example of integrity.  Jesus NEVER wavered in His work.  He NEVER sinned!  He stood for and taught the truth, regardless of what men might think.  When the leaders sought to accuse Him, He answered, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” (John 8:46).
vi. In all these examples, there is something is a great indicator of integrity.  Peter wrote, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.” (1 Pet. 3:15-16).  1 Peter 2:11-12 says, “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.” Integrity does not mean that accusations cannot be made, but your character overcomes them – “that when they defame you as evildoers…”
d. Some thoughts about integrity
i. A necessary quality for leaders in the Lord’s church – elders (blameless – 1 Tim. 3:2),  preachers (1 Tim. 4:12, 16) , deacons (1 Tim. 3:10 – tested and found blameless), etc.
ii. The pure heart will clearly manifest integrity. It will not allow its character to be diminished by actions or words, nor to be morally corrupted.  He lives by his convictions both outwardly and within his heart.
iii. Integrity is seen in one’s view of the word of God.  There is a reason it comes BEFORE knowledge in our growth process.  Cf. Acts 17:11, Jas. 1:21, etc.
iv. Integrity is something you either have or you don’t.  That is not to say if you have lived a dishonorable life that you cannot ever develop integrity.  You can, but it is a quality that is found deep down when one makes up his/her mind to be a person of integrity.  If you have been living a life without integrity, it will not change overnight.  You simply need to make up your mind that you are going to do the right thing always. Depending on where you start, it may take a lot of time and patience to develop and prove yourself honorable!  See 2 Cor. 7:11 again, “In all things you proved yourself to be clear in this matter.”  Notice what they did to clear themselves.

II. Honesty!
a. Honesty is a quality that reveals itself in our integrity.  
b. What is honesty? “Fairness or straightforwardness of conduct; adherence to the facts.”[footnoteRef:3]
When we speak of honesty we are speaking of one who is absolutely truthful and one that can be fully trusted.  In this you can certainly see how it relates to integrity. [3:  www.miriam-webster.com/dictionary/honesty ] 

c. In all things we need to be honest - 
i. Eph. 4:25, “Therefore, putting away lying, ‘Let each one of you speak truth to his neighbor’, for we are members of one another.”  
Rev. 21:8 – “all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
ii. Examining & applying God’s word requires an honest heart.  After all, it is the “seed” that is planted in our hearts. (Luke 8: 11)  Therefore, as we study it there must be honesty – 2 Tim. 2:15 speaks of “rightly dividing the word of truth.”   The NASU says, “accurately handling the word of truth.”  Peter warned his audience that there were some who are untaught and unstable that twist the scriptures to their own destruction. (2 Pet. 3:16)
IF we TRULY want to be pleasing to God, we must be BRUTALLY honest in our studies – both in interpretation and application.  We will approach His word desiring to exegete (get out of it what is intended) instead of trying to eisegete (put into it what you want).
iii. In our dealings with others – we are continually reminded to be a proper example (Matt. 5:13-16).  2 Cor. 8:21 Paul spoke of how in his conduct he provided “honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.”  (The KJV uses the word ”honest”)
Perhaps this is best summarized by our Lord when He said, “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’.  For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” (Matt. 5:37)
iv. In making judgments about others – Matt. 7:1-5 is a passage often used to say we should not judge others, but if you examine the text, even the context provides for making moral judgments (cf. vs. 6, also see John 7:24).  But it IS dealing with dishonest judgments – prejudice, uniformed judgments (i.e. jumping to conclusions without all the facts), assuming the worst (especially the way you WANT it to be, judging motives, etc.).
v. Don’t lie to yourself – a big problem we need to consider.  IF we tell ourselves we are ok when we are not, or if seek out someone to justify what we know to be ungodly conduct – we are NOT being honest with ourselves.  
A tactic that is becoming increasingly popular today is to redefine terms.   IT is used to deceive (e.g. Matt. 15:3-6), and it is used to justify sinful conduct (such as redefining various terms that condemn homosexuality – Rom. 1:26-27, 1 Cor. 6:29).
vi. Friends, a pure heart will be honest in all things and at all times.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The pure heart is made known by the way we live our lives.  It is shown by the qualities we possess.   These qualities are sometimes described as fruit.  And Jesus Himself said, “By their fruits you will know them.” (Matt. 7:16-20)  What is interesting to notice as we study these qualities is that while they describe the pure heart, it is through developing and perfecting these qualities in our life that we will purify our hearts.  

