Sunday, January 26, 2020 am

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS (3)
Sermon On the Mount (2)
The Beatitudes (2)
Matthew 5:3-12

Last week we introduced the Sermon on the Mount, noting it was likely a typical sermon of Jesus, especially early in His ministry.  It was a sermon introducing the Kingdom of God that Jesus came to establish.  The theme of this sermon is found in Matthew 5:20, our righteousness must be genuine if we desire to enter the kingdom of heaven.  We also introduced the beatitudes, noting the word is associated with Christian joy and being blessed (enjoying the favor of God) which is the Latin meaning of the word beatitude.  We also noted that these 8 dispositions are in a particular order and found in 2 groups – the first 4 being attributed to our relationship with God and the last 4 our relationship to men, much like the greatest commandments (Matthew 22:37-40).  We also noted that with each beatitude there is an attitude  or action on our behalf, and a blessing found in developing that attitude.  
Today, we begin examining this great sermon and notice more specifically the beatitudes of Jesus.   We will devote 2 lessons to the beatitudes.

I. Blessed are the poor in spirit (vs. 3)
a. What is meant by poor in spirit?  
i. The word for poor can mean someone who is not rich materially – Jesus often went to the poor, and the NT talks about the poor (James 2:5-6, Romans 15:26, etc.).  It is a word that would include poverty, or one who has little, possibly not enough even for the necessities of life.  This is the widow who gave her two mites to the treasury (Mark 12:42-43)
Jesus did express concerns for the physically poor.  In Luke 6:20, the other sermon, Jesus simply said, “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven.”  Then in vs. 24, He said, “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.”
We know Jesus cared about the physically poor and noted the corruption of the wealthy on numerous occasions.  Matthew 19:21 as He counseled the rich, young ruler, and as He rebuked the corrupt greed of some of the leaders (Matthew 23:14), etc. 
There is something to be said about one who is poor from a material standpoint.  He is more likely to turn to and trust God.  He has nothing to lose.  That is why the wealthy are constantly WARNED to not trust in their uncertain riches – 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 6:19-21 – not to lay up your treasures on earth.  
But understand that there is no virtue in material poverty.  At times we bring it on by poor and selfish decisions.  There are consequences to our actions.  And the poor can be just as ungodly – envious, selfish, slothful, engaging in criminal behavior or other sinful conduct that destroys you physically, etc.  
ii. This is a spiritual poverty – one who is “poor in spirit”. Consider the word for poor as used above and make spiritual application.  It has reference to one who realizes he is spiritually broke or bankrupt as he stands before God.  
Consider Revelation 3:17 – the church at Laodicea was in spiritual poverty and didn’t realize it (because they saw their material prosperity).
The tax collector in Luke 18:13-14 – he would not even look up, but beat his breast and simply said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”
iii. THIS is where turning to God HAS TO begin.  It is a realization that I have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).   As the prodigal son of Luke 15:17ff.  
An acknowledgement that I have no standing before Him.  My righteousness is as filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6).  Micah 6:6-8 – with what shall I come before the LORD? 
Because of sin, I am at enmity with God – Romans 8:7, Isaiah 59:2, etc.    And that enmity needs to be removed and I need to be restored to Him.
This is one who empties himself of pride and self-reliance (he can’t save himself) 
iv. THAT is poor in spirit.
b. Theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
i. It is the one who has reached the depths of spiritual despair who is likely to look to God.  Especially when He has promised salvation to all who come to Him.  John 3:16, Hebrews 7:25, etc.   This attitude CAN lead to the needed response of salvation. 
ii. The kingdom of heaven is reference to all who are saved in Him.   We are added to His kingdom when we obey the gospel – Acts 2:47, Colossians 1:13-14.
iii. Poor in spirit is the quality that put one on the path that will lead to his eternal life, if he follows it.  And unless you have this attitude up front, more than likely you will struggle with staying faithful.  You will come to Him half-hearted, which is not good enough!  Luke 9:23-24 – if anyone desires to come after Him he will deny himself first…
The poor in spirit are the ones who will seek the kingdom of heaven – Matthew 6:33, 7:24-27, Colossians 3:1-2, etc.  
iv. Each of the qualities in these beatitudes are related to the kingdom of heaven and therein.

II. Blessed are those who mourn (vs. 4)
a. A term meaning to grieve.  This is not just being a little upset, sad or melancholy.  This is genuine grief over one’s condition, perhaps even to the point of being overwhelmed.  This is the remorseful, “what have I done?” disposition.
Consider David after the group of sins that started with his lusting for Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11 & 12) and led to adultery, deceit and eventually murder.   When Nathan finally confronts him David knows how horrible what he has done is.  That is seen in Psalm 51 which is described as a penitential psalm.  You find David’s demeanor.  He is begging God for mercy and forgiveness(1-2).  He admits to his sins and who they have hurt (3-4) – including God.
b. What are we to mourn about? 
Being poor in spirit leads to this mourning.  James 4:9.  
2 Corinthians 7:9-11 - This is the “godly sorrow” that leads to repentance. 
We realize our sinful condition and that it needs to be taken care of by God.    We realize the spiritual danger of remaining unforgiven – including eternal punishment for those who refuse to obey the gospel (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9), and those who refuse to repent or fall away (2 Peter 2:20-22).
NOT all reach this state – there are many who realize their sinful and depraved condition, but they are not bothered by it and there is no remorse.  
c. They shall be comforted – the blessing of knowing your sins are forgiven, that God is there and that He cares, etc.  In another psalm that might have been related to David’s repentance (Psalm 6), he describes the depth of his mourning but concludes, Psalm 6:8-9, “Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity; for the Lord has heard the voice of my weeping…”
Isaiah 53:3-4 – He was acquainted with our grief, and has borne our griefs.  This is about Jesus.  
Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to me…” – His invitation to comfort us.  
d. If we are guilty of sin, may we mourn.  And may that mourning lead us to where we need to be in His presence – forgiven with confidence.  

III. Blessed are the meek (vs. 5)
a. What is meekness?  What it is not weakness or cowardice or spiritlessness.  It is a mild disposition that is in control of one’s emotions (such as anger).   Associated with gentleness, consideration, tenderhearted, and even humility.  
it has also been described as strength under control.
b. Jesus was meek – Matthew 11:29, 2 Corinthians 10:1 – the meekness and gentleness of Christ.
Consider how He would allow a little child on His lap and teach the need to become like such to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 18:2-5).  Consider how He was silent as His accusers lied about Him.  Consider His patience with the stubbornness and pride of His own disciples and apostles, etc.  
1 Peter 2:21-24 describes His meek disposition as he was accused…
c. We are called upon to be meek – Colossians 3:12, James 1:21 – receive the implanted word with meekness, 1 Peter 3:15 – with meekness and fear we defend the hope that is in us. 
The word “gentleness” in the fruit of the spirit is associated with this word (Galatians 5:22-23).
IT is also reflected in other terms throughout the New Testament.  We are to be in control and humble, following the example of our Lord. 
d. When we spiritually mourn, it humbles us to turn to God seeking His favor - something we cannot earn OR set our own terms for.  We must meekly surrender to God if we are to be saved and to live a life of Christian peace.  This is the step that turns to Him asking for His mercy and grace (Ephesians 2:8-9 – not of works, lest we should boast; 1 Peter 3:20-21 – the answer of a good conscience…
e. They shall inherit the earth – 
i. This is not speaking of some future kingdom.  Nor does it mean that the meek will be guaranteed peace and dominion in this world.
ii. HOWEVER, when we live meekly it gives us certain physical blessings 
1) Such as inner peace – even when we are suffering, because we trust God and know what awaits, we are comforted by Him.  Philippians 4:7 speaks about the peace that surpasses understanding will guard your hearts and minds thought Christ Jesus – so do not be anxious.
2) The mild disposition is more likely to gain favor with man than harshness.  Harshness may dominate men, but is there real respect and honor there?  We are to let our gentleness be known to all men – Philippians 4:5.
3) Also, a calm demeanor can simply prevent trouble in most circumstances.
4) This is also a disposition that can aid you as you try and teach others.  
iii. What is “the earth”?  More than likely what is meant here is spiritually, we will inherit God’s eternal kingdom.  
While all the others are true and describe the blessings of meekness while living in this world, it is also true that man cannot take away from us our eternal reward, regardless of what he does.  Consider 2 Peter 3:10-13.  This world will be burned up, but we look for “new heavens and a new earth”.  



Sunday, February 2, 2020 am

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS (4)
Sermon On the Mount (3)
The Beatitudes (3)
Matthew 5:3-12
	
Last week we began an examination of the beatitudes, the characteristics we need to help us enter into heaven.  These were the introduction to the “Sermon on the Mount”, and every likely the theme of some of His earliest sermons as He began preaching and teaching. 
We noted that the word “beatitude” is from the Latin and refers to being “blessed”, or receiving the favor of God.  When then began examining the beatitudes noting the first 3.  We are to be:
1) Poor in spirit – realizing how spiritually bankrupt we are.  We cannot afford to purchase our salvation.  
2) We mourn – over our sinful condition, the damage we’ve done and the enmity with God because of our sins.  
3) We are meek – our mourning leads to a humbling and gentle attitude as we turn to Him.  Knowing we have nothing material to offer Him (though we offer Him everything), we surrender to Him in repentance.  
That leads us to our next beatitude – Those who hunger after righteousness.


IV. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (vs. 6)
a. What is righteousness? Simply stated it is being right with God, based upon submitting to His standard.  We learn form scripture that God determines true righteousness – Romans 10:1-3 contrasts the righteousness of God with that of men who establish their own.  
It is a fruit of the spirit (Ephesians 5:9), and part of the armor of God (Ephesians 6:14).  We learn of it in the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16-17, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, etc.)
b. The hungering and thirsting here is not the word of God (cf. 1 Peter 2:1-2, 1 Corinthians 3:2, Hebrews 5:12-14 – which are speaking of the word of God), rather it is a hungering to be right with God.  But how to do this is FOUND IN God’s word.
The idea of hunger and thirst is a strong desire for those things.  We in America fail to truly appreciate what hunger and thirst is.  Most have access to plenty of both.  But that was not so in Biblical times.
c. We ought to CRAVE to be right with God and willing to do whatever is necessary for that to happen.  Psalm 24:3-5, Psalm 15. 
d. It is this craving to be right with God that keeps us studying and praying.  We work to mature and get better spiritually, etc. We need to pursue righteousness (1 Timothy 6:11, 2 Timothy 2:22).
This is the product of repentance – our actions when we repent as we should - 2 Corinthians 7:9-11
This is the continued faithfulness of one who has been received into the kingdom of heaven.  Consider Paul in Philippians 3:7-9 – He speaks of all that he gave up so that he could possess the righteousness found through faith in Christ
That is the premise of Romans 6.  As Christians, we cannot continue in sin.  When we obeyed the gospel, we buried that old man.  Notice vs. 11-13 – present your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  He elaborates on this in vs. 15-18 – we are to be slaves of righteousness.  
e. They shall be filled – we have “all things that pertain to life and godliness”.  God’s word can make us complete (2 Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:3).   There is also something to be said about true satisfaction that is found when we know that we have done what we could and God is pleased with our efforts.  He offers satisfaction that nothing in this world can do.  Recall that Jesus in John 6:35 said, “ And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.  Solomon called such things “vanity” and “grasping for the wind”.

V. Blessed are the merciful (vs. 7)
a. In the previous 4 beatitudes, we see a clear progression leading to spiritual satisfaction because of restored relationship with God.  With this beatitude, we begin addressing our relationship with man, which is the last 4 beatitudes.  
When we have had our sins taken care of by God and we now live with a hope of eternal life in His kingdom, it must affect our attitude toward others.  With true appreciation for our forgiveness, we are grateful and care about others – another principle outlines throughout the teachings of Jesus and His apostles.   We ought to want to: 1) treat others with due respect; and 2) seek to influence them to also follow God.  Jesus will deal with our influence next.   
b. What is mercy? 
It is the quality of feeling compassion and pity for those who are suffering.  It is treating one with kindness and forgiveness, even when it is not deserved.   
Grace and mercy are not the same thing.  Grace is God’s unmerited favor toward us.  It is God forgiving us of our sins.  Mercy is the longsuffering and compassion of God that moves Him to take pity on our miserable state of sinfulness, and forgiving us even though we don’t deserve it.
As we have simply contrasted these in the past: Grace if God giving us what we don’t deserve, and mercy is God NOT giving us what we do deserve.  Consider Ephesians 2:4-5.  
c. We need to be merciful - 
in Matthew 18:21-35, we find the parable of two debtors.  The king began to settle accounts from one who owed him 10,000 talents (a huge amount), which he forgave because the servant begged him.  But he did not in turn forgive a servant who only owed him a little.  The conclusion of the parable calls for us to forgive others (with mercy).
Luke 10:29-37 tells the parable of the good Samaritan.  He showed mercy to the injured man, unlike the priest and Levite.  They may have pitied the wounded man, but they did nothing and therefore were unmerciful.  
Luke 6:35-36 finds the other sermon addressing this, But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
Colossians 3:12, as the elect of God, we are to put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, etc. 
d. They shall obtain mercy
i. This is one of a few things that God predicates we give to others, if we are to receive it from Him.  Others include the way we judge others (Matthew 7:1-2) and how we forgive (Matthew 6:14-15).  ALL of these qualities are related to each other.  
Note James 2:13, judgment is without mercy to the one who shows no mercy.  Mercy triumphs over judgment.  
ii. Consider that, we DESPERATELY need the mercy of God.  
And He has made it available freely – Ephesians 2:4-5, 1 Peter 1:3 – according to His abundant mercy, He has begotten us again to a living hope. 
James 5:11 – He is merciful and compassionate.
Consider this as we continue to examine the orderliness of the beatitudes.  We are craving to be righteous with God and realize our need for His mercy.  This in turn moves us to treat others properly, which includes being merciful.  In return, God will be merciful to us.
iii. Also, consider that compassionate behavior OFTEN begets compassion from others.  People are more like to be merciful to one who’s demeanor has demonstrated mercy in dealing with others.  
iv. Friends, if you are not merciful to man, then you do not understand the mercy of God.  And if you are not merciful to man, then you are not blessed in Him!

Sunday, February 9, 2020 am

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS (5)
Sermon On the Mount (4)
The Beatitudes (4)
Matthew 5:3-12

We are continuing our study of the “beatitudes” that Jesus introduced in what we call the Sermon on the Mount. These are a list of attitudes that every Christian needs to be what God wants us to be toward Him and toward others.  Thus far we have examined the progression:  We are poor in spirit (bankrupt in realizing the consequences of our sins; The depth of realizing our spiritual poverty causes us to mourn our sinful condition and what we have done; This causes us to become meek (humble and gentle) as we approach God seeking His forgiveness; Then with this meekness, we hunger and thirst (strong craving) after righteousness (to be right with God), in this we noted this is the fruit of repentance and doing everything God would have us to do to be right with Him; Being right with God will influence our relationship with others.  Thus we noted that we must be merciful toward others – not just compassionate and aware of needs, but a willingness and desire to act mercifully toward them – especially the poor and weak.  If we want mercy, this is a must.  
That brings us to the next beatitude which we will discuss right now – purity of heart. 

VI. Blessed are the pure in heart (vs. 8)
a. What is the heart? 
The word “heart” is used with the understanding of how important the physical heart is.  If the heart stops, we literally only have a few minutes to live.  Thus it is the lifeline of the body – delivering life sustaining nutrients to every cell and organ.
Spiritually, It is who we are inside. Used frequently throughout scripture to describe the inner person, his seat of emotions, motives, attitudes, understanding and will, even his personality.  
It is who you really are deep down.  It is what is revealed when you tested under pressure. 
A few years ago purity of heart was our theme.  We are called upon to keep the heart with diligence because out of it spring the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23).
Jesus noted that out of the heart, the real you is revealed – Matthew  12:34-35 – out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks, whether good things or bad things.
Matthew 15:19 – out it proceeds evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies, etc. 
b. What is purity? 
When we think of something that is pure, at least 2 things come to mind:
1) Being unpolluted – there is nothing that defiles
2) Being undiluted – it is 100% what it claims to be.  (Think 100% juice).
Both are needed as we consider purity of heart. 
c. The pure in heart – it is a singleness of heart.  One who is unhypocritical and genuine.  Who he is outward is consistent with who he really is deep inside.  Consider the impurity of the Jewish leaders Jesus exposed in Matthew 23:27-28 where Jesus described them as whitewashed tombs – beautiful outside, but inside full of dead men’s bones.  He was describing their hypocrisy.
The pure in heart is honest and true in his dealings with others and with himself.  
2 Timothy 2:22 – as Paul instructs Timothy to flee youthful lusts and to pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
1 Peter 1:22 speaks of how we are to love one another fervently with a pure heart. 
NOTICE how purity of heart is demonstrated in purity of actions, which is the premise of our conduct throughout the New Testament.  
That purity exists because of his singleness of purpose – putting God first in all things. 
d. In our continued progression of the beatitudes.  Having found righteousness, and being merciful to others, we find here the GENUINE motives behind such.  He has a pure heart because he knows what he has done to make himself right with God AND WHY.  He is genuine in his relationship with God AND with man.  
How many today may engage in some noble act, but in time you learn their motives were self-serving or even sinister?  
e. They shall see God – ultimately this is eternal life.  
Consider Psalm 24:3-5 – he who has clean hands and a pure heart is the one who will stand in the presence of God.  
But even now, purity of heart based upon merciful and righteous behavior gives us a better understanding and appreciation of God.  When we are striving to emulate Him in our character, we grow to love Him rather than fearing Him.  We see God for who He is – loving, compassionate, merciful, gracious, longsuffering, etc.   
Rather than living in fear of facing His wrath.  Perfect love casts out fear – 1 John 4:17-19
ALSO, it is when we act in purity that others see God in us – Matthew 5:16.  
Finally, consider 1 John 3:2-3 – while not knowing what the future holds, we have confidence that when our Lord is revealed, we will see him as He is and be like Him.  “And everyone who has this hope in Him, purifies himself , just as He is pure.”
f. Are we with singleness of purpose purifying our hearts? 

VII. Blessed are the peacemakers (vs. 9)
a. Peace is something we all crave.  It is harmonious and tranquil circumstances. Simply defined, peace is the absence of strife.   
But understanding peace, especially this peace, goes a littler further than that.  This is not about military peace, or treaties with nations.  It is not necessarily about conflict resolution within the community or between neighbors (though we might seek that).  
Primarily this is a spiritual peace.  We must understand:
i. Jesus is addressing the kingdom of heaven in this sermon.  All of these beatitudes have a spiritual connotation attached to them.  
ii. Our God is a God of peace – Romans 15:33, 16:20, Philippians 4:9, etc. He desires peace and has graciously taken measures to make that peace possible.  
iii. Jesus is the “prince of peace” – Called such in Isaiah 9:6.  But even more so, He demonstrated that while on earth.  Recall how in the garden, He told Peter to put away his sword (John 18:10-11, Matthew 26:52).  And even before Pilate, He was clear, “MY kingdom is not of this world” or his disciples would fight for Him – John 18:36.  
He will further establish this later in this sermon as He gives instructions concerning enemies (Matthew 5:43-48).
iv. The gospel is a gospel of peace – Romans 10:15.  Ephesians 2:17 – Jesus came and preached “peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.”
b. We need to seek peace:
i. With God – first and foremost.  Colossians 1:20 – we have peace through the blood of His cross; 
ii. We need to seek peace with others – pursue it – including our brethren and all men. Romans 14:19, 12:18, Hebrews 12:14.  THIS needs to be our demeanor!  And if we care about others, it will be. 
iii. We need to seek peace with ourselves – we want the “peace of God” guarding our hearts (cf. Philippians 4:7) 
iv. This peace is heavenly wisdom – James 3:17-18 – it is first pure, then peaceable…  This shows that we are seeking peace in whatever circumstance we are in. 
c. Note that this is a peacemaker – it is a call to action.
Pursue peace – 1 Peter 3:10-12 (esp. 11).  
Again Romans 14:19 – we pursue (with our brethren) the things that make for peace and edification.  Bear in mind that Romans 14 is about your willingness to sacrifice for the sake of others.  That is a key ingredient to peacemaking.  In any conflict (be it physical, internal or spiritual) something or someone has to give in.  Will you do it for the sake of peace?  
d. When possible, we act peaceably, but at times we have to take serious  and unpleasant measures to achieve peace.  
So understand this is not talking about compromising truth to achieve peace.  
We are reminded that we are at war – Ephesians 6:10-18, 2 Corinthians 10:4-5.  BUT notice that this is a spiritual warfare designed to defeat our spiritual enemy.  Our goal is peace with God – OUR peace, and the peace with others.  
e. Primarily, it is spiritual – the ultimate peace we should pursue in others is their peace with God.  
As we continue to put our beatitudes together.  Consider that pursuing righteousness with God (and finding it), we are merciful to others in the way we treat them, we live with purity (singleness) of heart meaning we are true and consistent within and without.  This ought to lead us to encourage them to find peace with God.    THUS, this is a beatitude that could easily involve evangelism.  
But it will also be reflected physically.   Consider this: IF all had peace with God, peace with one another would come naturally.  
Note this beatitude comes just before the one dealing with our willingness to suffer persecutions.  Why?  Because not all want peace, ESPECIALLY with God.  In our evidences class, we have addressed the radical atheism today that wants to eradicate the idea of God from the world – there is no desire for peace, and they do desire to bring harm to the godly.  The is a new morality that despises the inspiration of scripture as written.  
We know of contentious brethren, and those in the world hostile to teachings of God’s word.  
f. They shall be called sons of God – the blessing promised.  
God will recognize us as His children.  1 John 3:1-2 – what a blessing that is (cf. Revelation 21:20-21)
Remember the beatitudes are about the kingdom of God.  His children have a promised inheritance – Romans 8:16-17 – we are heirs together with Christ.  
g. Are we pursuing peace?

Thus we continue our study of the beatitudes – attitudes that will bring upon us the blessed favor of God and cause joy as we serve Him looking toward our ultimate reward “in the kingdom of God.”  As you look at your life, do you live with the hope Jesus has emphasized in these verses?  If not, now is the time to change.  You do not know how much time you have left – James 4:14.  Please take whatever steps you need to be found in Him, before it is too late.   How can we help you?  



Sunday, February 16, 2020 am

THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS (6)
Sermon On the Mount (5)
The Beatitudes (5)
Matthew 5:3-12

As we have begun examining the teachings of Jesus, the past few lessons have focused on the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, a lesson presented by Jesus, likely early in His ministry.  He began with what we call “the Beatitudes”.  We have noted the first 7 beatitudes and how they build on each other.  We have seen beatitudes dealing with our relationship with God (Poor in spirit, mourning, meek and hungering after righteousness), and those dealing with our relationship with man (merciful, pure in heart and peacemakers).  Today we notice the final one (actually “blessed” is mentioned twice) which is the response of a hostile world to us – blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake.  

VIII. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake
a. This is a reminder of the cost of discipleship. 
Everything discussed thus far might be challenging to do (being merciful, peaceable in trying circumstances, pure in heart and motives even when other are not, and striving to be right with God regardless the cost, etc.), but add to that, we might face persecutions because we are doing what is right before God.  
The cost of being a disciple is challenging – while our salvation is freely offered to everyone (Romans 6:23), it costs you everything – He must be first in your life (Matthew 16:24-26), even if that means suffering for Him. 
Luke 14:27-28 – Jesus again spoke of counting the cost
b. What is persecution? The word means to flee and indicates the idea of being pursued or chased (put to flight).  The idea is one who is being chased (hunted down) or driven away, harassed and abused, even though he is not guilty.
Jesus describes various forms of persecution in vs. 11 - 
- Reviled – a word meaning to be harshly criticized and verbally berated
- Persecuted – as just noted, being harassed or hunted down, possibly with the intent of harming you – even to the point of death.
- Say all kinds of evil against you falsely – slander and false accusations.  It was (and is) not uncommon for lies and false accusations to be made against the ungodly to “frame them” or portray them differently than they really are.  1 Peter 4:3-4 notes how they speak evil of you because you no longer run with them as you did before; Note both 1 Peter 3:15-16 and 2:11-12 which challenge us to live godly lives so that when accusations are made they are proven false.  BUT, if the environment is wicked enough – those false accusations can lead to harsh punishments.  
c. Christians ought to prepare to be persecuted
i. Passages to consider:
2 Timothy 3:12 – all who desire to live godly  WILL suffer persecutions
Jesus came not to bring peace but a sword - Matthew 10:24-29.  This would result in the breaking of family ties and other things
Matthew 10:16-22 – as Jesus sent out the twelve He warned them they would face persecutions, possibly then but DEFINITELY in the future.
Luke 6:26 – Jesus said, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you…”
ii. If we are not persecuted, WHY?  Noting how emphatic many verses are and the examples of the godly in the NT, if all is at peace, we ought to at least step back and take an honest look to determine if we are really serious enough in our faith.  
iii. Why are Christians persecuted – 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Because darkness hates the light - John 3:18-21 – because darkness hates the light.  In reality, you do not have to do anything to others to be persecuted.  Simply being a true and convicted Christian will  cause some to hate you. In our beatitude we are reminded that they were “persecuted for righteousness sake” (vs. 10).  Don’t think it strange concerning the fiery trials – 1 Peter 4:12-16.
2. Jesus warned that following Him would produce such – 
Even in our beatitude, Jesus noted that they were reviled and spoken of with all kinds of evil “for My sake.” (Matthew 5:11)  This is interesting as early on Jesus begins making claims about Himself.  
“If the world hates you, know that it hated Me first…” John 15:18-20.  One of the prevalent concerns Christians in our society have is the increasing hostility against Christianity.  
3. It’s always been that way – notice the final statement of Jesus in vs. 12.  For so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.   This is an indictment against the corrupt leaders and ungodly who wanted to do whatever they wanted to do.  
One of the continued problems the prophets dealt with was a desire for smooth words (Isaiah 30:10) and to hear what they wanted, Jeremiah 6:14 – false prophets spoke peace when there is no peace, etc.  
And this was recognized in the NT – Matthew 23:29-31 where Jesus condemns their self-righteous hypocrisy about this;  James 5:10 – they are examples of suffering and patience; Acts 7:51-52 where Stephen says they resisted the Holy Spirit just like their fathers and persecuted the prophets, etc.   Hebrews 11:36-40 very likely included some of the prophets who paid for their message of repentance with their lives.  
Faithfully following God has never been the popular course.  
4. Today, the mantra is tolerance – and by tolerance they mean acceptance of their behavior as equally valid to your convictions.   Many (not all) have no problems with one believing in Jesus as long as you accept them as they are.  
Consider the times we now live in – think about how taking a firm and biblical moral stand causes so many to despise you – name calling, sometimes there are financial or material consequences, AND if they get their way we may be actually punished by an amoral government that want to prohibit you from practicing your conservative morals.
AND, even among professed Christians, if you express your moral concerns some will become angry and reject you.  There may be name calling, ostracization, and even material or financial consequences because they don’t want to hear or consider the dangers of such behaviors. 
NOTE: When a church takes a stand to be silent on certain moral issues, or waters them down – (MDR, modesty, our entertainment choices, gambling, the modern dance, social drinking, forsaking the assembly to participate in trivial activities, etc.) – you may be more popular, but have you really grounded the saints?  BE HONEST – if these matters have eternal consequences do you really want them silenced in the pulpit?  Do you really want the sanitized version rather than the whole truth?
d. The reward – 
i. Theirs is the kingdom of heaven (same as the first beatitude).  The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who put God first.   Those who are willing to suffer persecutions and tribulations for the cause of Christ are the ones who understand God and who He is.  They have hopes.  
One source noted we have now come full circle.  It begins with seeking the kingdom of heaven and doing what is necessary to receive it.  HERE we have one living IN the kingdom and willing to pay the price to obtain it in the end. 
ii. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad – we have addressed rejoicing rather extensively in other lessons.  This is not just about being happy because everything is great.  This is rejoicing because you KNOW God is pleased with what you have done.  This is Paul and Silas singing and praying to God in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:25); This is the apostles leaving the council rejoicing that they have been counted worthy to suffer shame for His name… (Acts 5:40-41); This is Stephen preaching just as boldly against the corrupt leaders even as they are gathering stones to execute him, and as he is dying he prays that the Lord not charge them with the sin (Acts 7:59-60); AND a host of other examples throughout scripture.  
Consider 1 Peter 4:14 – reproached for the name of Christ, “On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.”
iii. Great is your reward in heaven – is this not what it is all about?  Is this not the reason we are willing to suffer as we are called upon to do?  1 Peter 1:3-5 speaks of our inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven;  Romans 8:18 – the sufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us…
2 Corinthians 4:17 – this is the “light affliction which is but for a moment.”  

In this life, serving God comes with a high price – putting Him first.  It is not always easy, and sometimes it is painful.  But consider that no matter what you have to endure in this life, you won’t be in heaven 5 seconds before you will say that it was worth it and more.  
A gospel preacher once said, “If you miss heaven, you miss all there is.”  Another added to it, “When we gain our great reward in heaven, we have gained it all.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Crozier, Edwin.  The Gospel of the Kingdom.  Deward Publishing Company, Chillicothe, OH. © 2017, Pg. 128] 

And thus we conclude our study of the Beatitudes.  Do you want to experience TRUE blessing in this life?  It only comes with a humble surrender that leads to a saving relationship with our Lord.  So considering all these things – are you truly blessed?  If not, how can we help you?  Think about it!  
